
 

AppHarvest, USDA Partner to Expand Educational 
Container Farm Program to Breathitt County 

Breathitt High School students to receive hands-on, high-tech growing experience 
 

MEDIA CONTACT: Emily Laytham – 606-548-1452 – emily.laytham@appharvest.com 
IMAGE/VIDEO GALLERY: Available here 

 
JANUARY 15, 2021 — JACKSON, KENTUCKY — AppHarvest and the United States Department of 
Agriculture today announced the expansion of the company’s educational high-tech container farm 
program for Eastern Kentucky high school students, unveiling a new container farm unit at Breathitt 
High School in Jackson. The program demonstrates the company’s ongoing commitment to fostering 
interest in high-tech farming, as it seeks to create America’s AgTech capital from within Appalachia. 

 
The retrofitted shipping container will serve as a hands-on agricultural classroom for students at 
Breathitt High School, allowing them to grow and provide fresh leafy greens to their classmates and 
those in need in and around Jackson. The U.S. Department of Agriculture provided the majority of 
funding for the unit through its Community Facilities grants program. 

 
The educational container farm’s arrival will be formally celebrated at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 15, with 
refreshments and several guest speakers, including U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
State Director Hilda Legg and Appalachian Regional Commission Federal Co-Chairman Tim Thomas. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to tour the container farm and learn about its high-tech tools. 

 
“This amazing project will not only put fresh vegetables on the table, but, more importantly, it will teach 
tomorrow’s agribusiness leaders — and do all of that right here in Eastern Kentucky,” Legg said. “This 
public-private partnership is exactly what we need more of, and I’m proud to have been a part of it.” 

 
The container farm is 2,880 cubic feet, weighs 7.5 tons and includes space to grow up to 4,608 seedlings 
and 8,800 mature plants all at once using 440 vertical crop columns. The container’s unique design 
utilizes cutting-edge LED lighting and closed-loop irrigation systems to allow students to grow far more 
than traditional open-field agriculture. For instance, they can grow up to 940 full heads of lettuce, or 
1,570 miniature heads, per week, as part of a single crop. 

 
“We are excited to partner with the USDA and AppHarvest to bring a new container farm to our 
students and community members of Breathitt County,” said Breathitt County Schools Superintendent 
Phillip Watts. “Our goal is to teach the students how to grow fresh vegetables and support the local food 
supply. The inspiration, excitement and innovation that AppHarvest brings to Eastern Kentucky is a 
blessing for our region.” 



 

Breathitt High School Agriculture Educator Taylor Masters teaches more than 200 students, who will 
utilize the container farm as part of their studies. “Our students will now be able to work hands-on year- 
round and the food they grow will help our community in addressing food deserts,” she said. 

 
The Breathitt County container farm joins AppHarvest’s inaugural container farm serving Pike County’s 
Shelby Valley High School students and its second unit at Rowan County Senior High School. All three 
containers are part of AppHarvest’s high school AgTech program, which provides Kentucky students with 
hands-on experience growing leafy greens and other nutritious foods in a high-tech environment. Leafy 
greens from the inaugural Shelby Valley High School program have fed the surrounding community 
through a backpack program and donations to a food pantry. A similar food distribution program is 
planned for the Breathitt County container farm. 

 
About AppHarvest 
AppHarvest is an applied technology company building some of the world’s largest indoor farms in 
Appalachia. The company combines conventional agricultural techniques with cutting-edge technology 
and is addressing key issues including improving access for all to nutritious food, farming more 
sustainably, building a home-grown food supply, and increasing investment in Appalachia. The 
company’s 60-acre Morehead, Ky. facility is among the largest indoor farms in the U.S. For more 
information, visit https://www.appharvest.com/. 

 
Forward-Looking Statements 
Certain statements included in this press release that are not historical facts are forward-looking 
statements for purposes of the safe harbor provisions under the United States Private Securities 
Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements generally are accompanied by words such as 
“believe,” “may,” “will,” “estimate,” “continue,” “anticipate,” “intend,” “expect,” “should,” “would,” 
“plan,” “predict,” “potential,” “seem,” “seek,” “future,” “outlook,” and similar expressions that predict 
or indicate future events or trends or that are not statements of historical matters. All statements, other 
than statements of present or historical fact included in this press release, regarding Novus Capital’s 
proposed acquisition of AppHarvest, Novus Capital’s ability to consummate the transaction, the benefits 
of the transaction and the combined company’s future financial performance, as well as the combined 
company’s growth plans and strategy, future operations, estimated financial position, estimated 
revenues and losses, projected costs, prospects, plans and objectives of management are forward- 
looking statements. These statements are based on various assumptions, whether or not identified in 
this press release, and on the current expectations of AppHarvest’s management and are not  
predictions of actual performance. These forward-looking statements are provided for illustrative 
purposes only and are not intended to serve as, and must not be relied on as, a guarantee, an assurance, 
a prediction, or a definitive statement of fact or probability. Actual events and circumstances are 
difficult or impossible to predict and will differ from assumptions. Many actual events and circumstances 
are beyond the control of AppHarvest. These forward-looking statements are subject to a number of 
risks and uncertainties, including those discussed in Novus Capital’s registration statement on Form S-4, 
filed with the SEC on October 9, 2020 (the “Registration Statement”), under the heading “Risk Factors,” 



 

and other documents Novus Capital has filed, or will file, with the SEC. If any of these risks materialize or 
our assumptions prove incorrect, actual results could differ materially from the results implied by these 
forward-looking statements. In addition, forward-looking statements reflect AppHarvest’s expectations, 
plans, or forecasts of future events and views as of the date of this press release. AppHarvest anticipates 
that subsequent events and developments will cause its assessments to change. However, while 
AppHarvest may elect to update these forward-looking statements at some point in the future, 
AppHarvest specifically disclaims any obligation to do so. These forward-looking statements should not 
be relied upon as representing AppHarvest’s assessments of any date subsequent to the date of this 
press release. Accordingly, undue reliance should not be placed upon the forward-looking statements. 

 
Important Information for Investors and Stockholders 
In connection with the proposed transaction, Novus Capital has filed the Registration Statement with 
the SEC, which includes a preliminary proxy statement to be distributed to holders of Novus Capital’s 
common stock in connection with Novus Capital’s solicitation of proxies for the vote by Novus Capital’s 
stockholders with respect to the proposed transaction and other matters as described in the 
Registration Statement, as well as the prospectus relating to the offer of securities to be issued to 
AppHarvest’s stockholders in connection with the proposed transaction. After the Registration 
Statement has been declared effective, Novus Capital will mail a definitive proxy statement, when 
available, to its stockholders. Investors and security holders and other interested parties are urged to 
read the proxy statement/prospectus, any amendments thereto and any other documents filed with 
the SEC carefully and in their entirety when they become available because they will contain 
important information about Novus Capital, AppHarvest and the proposed transaction. Investors and 
security holders may obtain free copies of the preliminary proxy statement/prospectus and definitive 
proxy statement/prospectus (when available) and other documents filed with the SEC by Novus Capital 
through the website maintained by the SEC at http://www.sec.gov, or by directing a request to: Novus 
Capital Corporation, 8556 Oakmont Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46260. The information contained on, or that 
may be accessed through, the websites referenced in this press release is not incorporated by reference 
into, and is not a part of, this press release. 

 
Participants in the Solicitation 
Novus Capital and its directors and officers may be deemed participants in the solicitation of proxies of 
Novus Capital’s shareholders in connection with the proposed business combination. Security holders 
may obtain more detailed information regarding the names, affiliations and interests of certain of Novus 
Capital’s executive officers and directors in the solicitation by reading the Registration Statement and 
other relevant materials filed with the SEC in connection with the business combination when they 
become available. Information concerning the interests of Novus Capital’s participants in the 
solicitation, which may, in some cases, be different than those of their stockholders generally, is set 
forth in the Registration Statement. 


